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The light-sport Sling 2
is more than just a
pretry face

BY BETH E. STANTOM

Sporty
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s d the most
t-sport aircraft available, Tn 2005, he
do exactly that, The head office
international company 15 located in

SLING 2 LSA SPECS

General

Seats: 2

Engine: Rot
Harmepawer: 100

¥ Prapeller make; Warp Drive
an uleralight

1 ] Prapeller bladesidiameter: 317z inch
le inpur during

vs intended it to Fropeller operation: Ground adjustable

wple to Ay, and T under-
and 1

Primary avionics: Garmin G3 or MGAL EFIS
Secondary avionics: Analag backup instruments

Size

Overall len a1 Teet 1o Inches
Height: 8 feet

Wingspan: 30 feet 1 inch

14 | Wing area: 1z sare fesd
ilding a numlb

hile developing the Slin
ell, handles well, and feel

Cabin width: 438 inches

\Weights

Maximum takecdf weight: 1,320 pounds
Standard equipped em ply weight: 815 pounds
Wselul load: 505 pounds

Luggage capacity: 77 pounds

5, whis Fusl

Fuel mpacity; 39.6 U.5. gallons
I-designed n flight_ The mic i

1o amHF i3 Balowi Additkan { 1kli} reci
Sling 041 N RANgE. Handling:

Fuel cansumption at orulse {siz 15} .75 gph
Fuel type; Mogas ar avgas

Performance at Sea Level

Max allowable speed (Vi) 135 KIASHSS mph
Strong and sol Stall spead—clean: ug KCASIS: mph
fairings and cowli
(For kit

whole airer :IFI'I

Stall speed—Tull flaps: 3 Sus mph

Max demonstrated crosswind: 15 KCASHT mph

Takeall ground roll—ton oele

Landing distance=brak

Rate of climb, sea lew

Max sperating altitude: 1000 fee

Range at 75 percent s5-minute reserve (giz 15): 750 nm

quiet and efficient p
Comfort and convenience:
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¢ Instrumentation: Customizable options for unique, state-of-
the-art flving.

+ Dptions to make it yours: Engine, propeller, instruments,
color, and ballistic parachure.

The Airplane Factory offers several different varieties of Sling
aircraft. There are two versions of the Sling 2: a 1,320-pound LSA
version, tested to ASTM standards, which may be purchased as a
ready-to-fly aireraft or as a kit E-LSA. A raildragger version is also
available, The experimental Sling 2 weighs inar 1,540 pounds,
meers C3-VLA standards, and is offered as a ki, or quick-build kit,
with the wings, fuselage, and tail partially built and the instrument
panel and wiring done, The kit is composed of a stressed skin semi-
monocoque structure wich precision punched parrs from sheer
aluminum by CHC punch. The entire build is precise and simple to
manage, even for beginners, The most popular seller at this time in
the United States is the Sling 2 L5A,

FOR ADVENTURE

Mike has always had a long-distance Alving bug Back in the
days when he was atill building ultralighes, he Aew some epi-
cally long flighrs in triles, Tn 1993, he Aew from Cape Town to
Morway over a four-month period. Tn 1999, he and his friend
Olivier Aubert made a nine-month Aight from the southern
tip of South America up to Canada, across the North Atlantic
to Greenland and Teeland, and down through Europe to

Cape Town,

Mike met Dick Ruran and Jeana Yeager in 1987 afrer their spec-
tacular nonstop circumnavigation dight when they went to South
Africa to give a talk to the Aero Club. Later, when Dick Rutan and
Mike Melvill Aew around the waorld in their VariEzes they stopped
off at his airfield. “T had a good chat wich them and lacer read Dick
Rutan's bool: Voyager,” Mike said. “That was an inspiration for me
o keep going wich this fiving-around-the-world thing.”

The first proeduction prototype Sling 2 flew “so incredibly” that
Mike and his business partner James Picman decided to Ay it
around the world. “T thoughr, here’s the plane we can do it in nosw,
really.” Tn 2009, they few westward around che world in 40 days.
Mike had originally intended to first make a low-wing Sling 2 and
then a high-wing version. After their Hight around the world, he
realized the rremendous carrying capacity of the Sling 2. He
decided to next make a four-seacter version, rather than another
two-seater. The Sling 4 was born. In 2011, pilot Jean d*Assonville
flew the first development procotype Sling 4 eastward around the
world in 48 days. Mike and James each went halfaay with him.
After chat circumnavigation, they were so pleased with the plane
thar they decided to fiy to AirVenture 2013, returning o
Johanneshburg via Greenland, Teeland, England, Furope, and down
rhe west coast of Africa,

ARODUND THE WORLD TO AIRVENTURE 2015
The start of a biy trip is always the difficalt pare. Sleep is nearly
impossible the night bafore.—Mike Rlyth

AirVenture 2015 seemed as good an excuse as any for another
o around the world. The motivarion this time was their new

business partner, Patrick Huang, Mike joked, “All Airplane Factory
shareholders must fiy around the world at least once!” The team
consisred of Parrick, who Aew rhe entire circumnavigation west,
with Wike, Jean, and James joining for one-third of the way apiece.
Sling 2 ZU-TWMN left South Africa on July 9, 2015. These ambitious
trips are a combination of high spirits and monotomy. Some days
are smooth surfing with the rrade winds on their tails; other days
are spent dedging storms, clouds, and rain. The pilots must navi-
pate not just their route, but paperwork and bureancracy in
mulciple countries,

Layers of safety are built into these expeditions: autopilot,
redundant communication systems, emergency survival equipment,
and a ballisri¢ parachure. Communicarion is composed of radios,
garellite phone, and special IndigoSar trackers. *T1 vou lose contact
with Oceanic Control when vou are in the middle of a big, cold, dark
poean, they tend to get all panicly and stuff. For us it's okay really
becanse we know we have rrackers with lors of eves on the lirtle doc
on the screen, a sarellite phone, ELT, PLE, HF radio, main VHF
radie, and backup VHF"” The TndigoSar satellite tracker connects
rhem o their team and friends warching cheir progress and advis-
ing on weather, “We feel connected and know that someone will
know where we are ar all times especially if we start pressing the
red burrons.” Wighr flights get ricklish due to fatigue, especially
when heading out across an ocean. “A takeofl over the sea at night is
an interesting experience because one minuce there are lots of
lights around, and the next there is pitch blackness everywhere,”
Mike gaid. “The thing about flving at night over water is that if vou
have an emergency like an engine failure, it is much riskier to han-
dle than if voeu are flving in the day where vou can actually see the
surface of the warer, We decided thar if we had an engine failure ar
night we would pull the parachute.” Emergency water survival
equipment consists of cold-water dry suits, two-man life raft, life
jackers, Aares, dye, smoke, handheld radio, PLE, tracker, firse aid kir,
and food and water for five days.

Compared to other airports around the world, the team agrees
that fAving in the United States is a breese. Mike deseribes it like
paradise, “There are thouzands of wonderful airpores with long,
smooth rumways and air-conditioned reception areas, fuel, a free
courbtesy car [0 use, |'I::|pfu| i'ri::m.ﬂ:.' pl:uph:. and ."jl:!Squtl:h' (114
bureauncracy ar all.” On July 19, 2005, ZU-TWN touched down an
the orange dot on Rumway 27 at Oshlkosh, Their welcoming commit-
tee was 30 South African countrymen. After 10 days in the air, they
did what any sensible pilots would do. They ried the plane down
and went in search of beer.

WONDERFUL MODERN TRAVELING MACHINE

Mike believes the appeal behind flying a Sling across the globe
is that it is a comfortable, well-designed airplane, Precise ergo-
nomics make it easier to sit in the plane for hours on end. Mile
has made sure thar every aircraft he has ever designed is
“really, really, really™ comfortable to sit in for many hours, Tt's
painstaking work, but it's worth it. “Te takes a lot of hours, and
wou have to work at gerting it right,” he said. “You have to ger
the angle of the seat exactly right—the length, depth, width,

and the shape—and then you have to ger the armrests in the
right place and soft enough, then the stick in the right place.”

The dauntless Airplane Factory pilots have inspired others to
adventure, “Ouire a few chaps have done very long flighrs in their
Slings,” Mike said. “1 think it"s a result of them watching what
we've done and thinking, "This is something T can really do; T
don't have to buy a hugely expensive aireraft to do this™ The
Sling 2 uses so litle fuel, less than 5 gallons per hour, it very
economical to operate, “Since youw're flving a light, small aircraft
that is a bit slower, vou can fly along lower and follow the valleys.
Ir's kind of like pioneering. You can’t do thar easily wich a larger,
faster aireraft where vou have to keep up high and fly ina
straight line”

TRAVELER AND TRAINER
TV producer and director Craig Spirko had some precoy specific
criteria when shopping for a plane: new, parachute, economical.
For worl, he rravels berween the East and West Coast of the
United Stares, Tn his LSA Sling 2, it takes him two days, “T6s not
faster than the airlines but 1t% a lot more enjovable.” He appre-
ciares thar the plane is easy to land in heavy crosswinds and is
not “twitchy™ in picch. He's having fun flying inte small grass
strips around the country, He likes chae the plane is well
thought our and easy to work on, He took a three-week light
sport repairman class and can now work on the plane himself.
“So annuals can be free, plus pares, and services of course.” So
far, Craig has landed his Sling in 35 states. “I'll probably make it
to Alaska in the Sling, but unlike Mike, James, Jean, and
Patrick T probably won't fy it ro Hawaii,”

The LA Sling 2 doesn't just fy around the word, it also used as
a primary rrainer arcund the world. Abour 40 TSA 8lings are used in
fight schools in five countries: South Africa, Mamibia, New Zealand,
Australia, and the United States. There are six light schools in the
United Srates exclusively operating the aireraft, Spore pilor Sam
Moxik's favorite aspect of flying a Sling is how easy it is to fy. <1
remember thinking afrer one of my first lessons, Te can't possibly be
this simple, but it i He also loves the glass cockpit and the fact that
it is affordable. *The exterior is so beautilully designed, it feels like a
plane that you wane o be seen in, The handling is incredible; ivs like
awell-tuned sports car” When Tracy Eschenbrenner found our
abour the sport pilor cerrificare, it made his lifelong dream of Aight
achievable and affordable, He saw a Sling for sale online, and it was
love at first sighe. He bought the plane and learned to fly at che Sling
Flwing Clubyin Torrance, California, He earned his cerrificate in just
eight weeks and 32 hours. He loves the looks, asrodynamics, instru-
ments, feel, and controls. Tracy compared Aying the Sling to “fivinga
sports car with tight and responsive controls and a canopy that slides
bacl.” With the eight-hour, 800-mile range, he plans o iy to
Oshliosh this vear, He flies several times a weel and has already
racked up 150 hours, His mission is to fly as much as possible, “Sa il
vou see a red and white low-wing plane that looks like a Ferrari fiving
arpund Fullereon, Califoernia, that's me."” s

Beth E, Stanton it a campetition asmbatic pilat and president of Northem Califarnia thap-
ter 38 of the Intemational herobatic Oub. She tan be reached at berhestan tanigamai, oo,

Thie $ling 7 Is fitted with the efficlent Botas on I8 engine, Anal destination for this Sing 7 k& Tawan, hence
1he cambined South Arican and Taiwanese flags.

=y o e,
b - i

Absves & wiorkd map on bath wings depicts long-distance flights the Airplane Fachory oaers have
undertaken, Below: [ompasite main gear adds o the Ning's robustress. A ventur drives the backup
attitude indi@bor.
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